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City of Los Angeles Mail - Ballot question 



Rick Scott <rick.scott@lacity.org> 


Ballot question 

4 messages 

Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 2:27 PM 

To: Rick Scott <Rick.Scott@lacity.org> 


Extremely low priority question: 

Is is accurate that the Clerk’s office accepts faxed replacement forms/ballots but not scanned (PDF) forms/ballots? 

As someone who's running a nearly paperless business and doesn't even have a fax machine, I'm struggling to 
understand that policy (the fax is a dying piece of equipment headed the way of the typewriter and the pager.. .i.e. rare 
occasional use only. Although I do also understand that government is not necessarily an early adopter of technology 
changes :) Most scans are also more legible than most faxes. I know I'm not alone in not having a fax machine. It's 
becoming common. 

Is there a logic to this, or is it just current policy? (Or is the information I got incorrect?) 

Thanks! :) 


Rick Scott <rick.scott@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 3:07 PM 

To: Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> 

Cc: Dennis Rader <dennis.rader@lacity.org> 

Tara, 

The City Attorney has opined that for business improvement district establishment elections ballots can be sent by fax but 
not emailed. Ballots can also be mailed in or delivered in person. 

I believe the reasoning is that a pdf (an electronic document) can be signed electronically which we cant accept. 


On Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 2:27 PM, Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> wrote: 

Extremely low priority question: 

Is is accurate that the Clerk's office accepts faxed replacement forms/ballots but not scanned (PDF) forms/ballots? 

As someone who's running a nearly paperless business and doesnt even have a fax machine, I'm struggling to 
understand that policy (the fax is a dying piece of equipment headed the way of the typewriter and the pager.. .i.e. rare 
occasional use only. Although I do also understand that government is not necessarily an early adopter of technology 
changes :) Most scans are also more legible than most faxes. I know I'm not alone in not having a fax machine. It's 
becoming common. 

Is there a logic to this, or is it just current policy? (Or is the information I got incorrect?) 

Thanks! :) 


Rick Scott 

Neighborhood and Business Improvement District Division 
Office of the City Clerk 
213.978.1121 direct 
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213.978.1099 main 
Fax 213.978.1130 
Rick.Scott@lacity.org 


Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 3:11 PM 

To: Rick Scott <rick.scott@lacity.org> 

Cc: Dennis Rader <dennis.rader@lacity.org> 


Roger. I follow that logic (e-signatures are still in the process of gaining wider legal acceptance), but couldn't the Clerk 
accept PDFs if they contain a non-electronic signature? 

Thanks for the answer! 

On Jul 22, 2015 3:07 PM, "Rick Scott" <rick.scott@lacity.org> wrote: 

Tara, 

The City Attorney has opined that for business improvement district establishment elections ballots can be sent by fax 
but not emailed. Ballots can also be mailed in or delivered in person. 

I believe the reasoning is that a pdf (an electronic document) can be signed electronically which we cant accept. 


On Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 2:27 PM, Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> wrote: 

Extremely low priority question: 

Is is accurate that the Clerk's office accepts faxed replacement forms/ballots but not scanned (PDF) forms/ballots? 

As someone who's running a nearly paperless business and doesn't even have a fax machine, I'm struggling to 
understand that policy (the fax is a dying piece of equipment headed the way of the typewriter and the pager.. .i.e. 
rare occasional use only. Although I do also understand that government is not necessarily an early adopter of 
technology changes :) Most scans are also more legible than most faxes. I know I'm not alone in not having a fax 
machine. It's becoming common. 

Is there a logic to this, or is it just current policy? (Or is the information I got incorrect?) 

Thanks! :) 


Rick Scott 

Neighborhood and Business Improvement District Division 

Office of the City Clerk 

213.978.1121 direct 

213.978.1099 main 

Fax 213.978.1130 

Rick.Scott@lacity.org 


Rick Scott <rick.scott@lacity.org> Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 3:30 PM 

To: Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> 

Cc: Dennis Rader <dennis.rader@lacity.org> 

Yes we can except that a pdf is really only a pdf when it's in electronic form. Once it's on paper is just a copy. 

On Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 3:11 PM, Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> wrote: 

Roger. I follow that logic (e-signatures are still in the process of gaining wider legal acceptance), but couldn't the Clerk 
accept PDFs if they contain a non-electronic signature? 

Thanks for the answer! 
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On Jul 22, 2015 3:07 PM, "Rick Scott" <rick.scott@lacity.org> wrote: 

Tara, 

The City Attorney has opined that for business improvement district establishment elections ballots can be sent by fax 
but not emailed. Ballots can also be mailed in or delivered in person. 

I believe the reasoning is that a pdf (an electronic document) can be signed electronically which we cant accept. 


On Wed, Jul 22, 2015 at 2:27 PM, Tara Devine <tara@devine-strategies.com> wrote: 

Extremely low priority question: 

Is is accurate that the Clerk's office accepts faxed replacement forms/ballots but not scanned (PDF) 
forms/ballots? 

As someone who’s running a nearly paperless business and doesn't even have a fax machine, I'm struggling to 
understand that policy (the fax is a dying piece of equipment headed the way of the typewriter and the pager.. .i.e. 
rare occasional use only. Although I do also understand that government is not necessarily an early adopter of 
technology changes :) Most scans are also more legible than most faxes. I know I'm not alone in not having a 
fax machine. It's becoming common. 

Is there a logic to this, or is it just current policy? (Or is the information I got incorrect?) 

Thanks! :) 


Rick Scott 

Neighborhood and Business Improvement District Division 

Office of the City Clerk 

213.978.1121 direct 

213.978.1099 main 

Fax 213.978.1130 

Rick.Scott@lacity.org 


Rick Scott 

Neighborhood and Business Improvement District Division 

Office of the City Clerk 

213.978.1121 direct 

213.978.1099 main 

Fax 213.978.1130 

Rick.Scott@lacity.org 
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